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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
New People Mover Buses Hitting Anchorage Streets
New technology and improved efficiency provide greater service
In an effort to improve efficiency, on-time performance, and customer service, eighteen new People Mover buses will begin serving Anchorage residents this month. Each 2008 New Flyer bus is equipped with automatic vehicle locators, passenger counters and computer aided dispatching. Additional features include larger bike racks to hold three bicycles and a video camera system which will enhance passenger safety and security. 
The new fleet will replace the 18 buses purchased in 1995 which have traveled more than 500,000 miles each. Ninety percent of the purchase is funded with Federal Highway Administration Congestion Mitigation & Air Quality funds and 10% with local bond matching funds. Over the next three years People Mover will need to replace 32 buses purchased in 1998 that will be beyond their useful life.  
“With fuel prices at an all-time high, we’re focused on improving the transit system for Anchorage residents,” said Mayor Mark Begich.  “Replacement of buses and continued efforts improve the transportation infrastructure in the city is critical to ensure safety and efficiency.  I’m pleased that the taxpayers of Anchorage and the federal government recognize the need for public transportation and support these efforts.”
“With more than 4 million passenger trips provided in 2008, it is a record year in People Mover history,” said Jody Karcz, Public Transportation Director. “I anticipate we will keep about five of the retiring vehicles for emergencies and for anticipated growth to our system.  The remaining vehicles will be sold in accordance with Municipal code, with the sale proceeds going back into the Public Transportation Department capital budget.”
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